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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 -36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Peterson et al. (6,324,522 B2). 

Re claims 1, 11, 18, 23, 24, 31, 32, Peterson et al. teach a method of processing 
commercial transactions/ acquiring goods or services through an Internet website (see 
e.g. col. 6, lines 31-34, 57-61), comprising: submitting a request for goods or services 
through an Internet website; selecting suppliers to receive the request based on 
geographical area or predefined grouping of the suppliers (see e.g. col. 8, lines 38-41); 
transmitting the request to the suppliers (see e.g. col. 26, lines 9-11); communicating a 
return quote from the suppliers in response to the request (see e.g. col. 28, lines 32-34); 
and transmitting the return quote through the Internet website to an originator of the 
request (see e.g. col. 43, lines 8-25). 

Re claims 2, 14, 19 and 27, Peterson et al. teach a method wherein the request 
identifies the goods or services (see e.g. col. 8, lines 38-41). 
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Re claims 3, 12, and 25, Peterson et al. teach a method, wherein the Internet website 
maintains a listing of suppliers (see e.g. col. 1, lines 65-67). 

Re claims 4, 13, 26, 33, Peterson et al. teach a method wherein the originator 
designates a geographic area to select suppliers from the listing of suppliers (see e.g. 
col. 8, lines 47-61). 

Re claims 5, 7, 15, 16, 20, 21, 28, 29, 34, 35, Peterson et al. teach a method wherein 
the request is transmitted to the suppliers through electronic mail; the return quote is 
transmitted to the originator through electronic mail (see e.g. col. 8, lines 7-9). 

Re claim 6, Peterson et al. teach a method wherein the return quote from the suppliers 
including pricing information (see e.g. col. 28, lines 32-34). 

Re claim 8, Peterson et al. teach a method further including the step of selecting at least 
one of the suppliers to supply the goods or services (see e.g. col. 9, lines 60-65). 

Re claim 9, Peterson et al. teach a method, wherein the commercial transactions are 
maintained on the Internet website (see e.g. col. 43, lines 39-46). 
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Re claims 10, 17, 22, 30, 36, Peterson et al. teach a method wherein the commercial 
transactions are available for searching and reporting (see e.g. col. 33, lines 8-10; col. 
43, lines 39-46). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Barnes et al. (5,970,475), Shavit et al. (5,970,475), Quelene 
(6,453,306 B1 ), Uzo (2003/0061 1 70 A1 ). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUNA CHAMPAGNE whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-71 77. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ /Luna Champagne/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 Examiner, Art Unit 3627 

April 18, 2008 



